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© The optical information recording medium according to the present invention is capable of recording 
information at an extremely high density and reading the information at a high speed by providing at least one 
cell having a diffraction grating on a planar substrate; dividing the cell into n (n is 2 or a greater integer) regions 
so that each of the divided cells displays one set of binary data; providing light receiving elements the number 
of which corresponds to that n by which the cell is divided, for use in reading the information; applying one 
beam of light to the cell; and receiving by the light receiving elements the refracted light from the divided cells, 
whereby the data are reproduced. 
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Technical Field 

The present invention relates to an optical information recording medium from which information is 
optically reproduced and an information reading method for the same and, more particularly, to an optical 
5 information recording medium which uses diffraction gratings as information recording elements so that 
information can be recorded at a very high density and from which a plurality of pieces of information are 
read at once simultaneously so that information can be read at a higher speed, and an information reading 
method for the same. 

10 Background Art 

Generally, optical recording has advantages in that, e.g., a recording medium and a head do not contact 
each other when compared to magnetic recording, and high-density recording can be performed. Various 
types of media are known as optical recording media for optical recording, e.g., a read-only medium, a 
75 write-once medium, and an erasable programmable medium. 

Optical recording media of these types have already been in practical use in various fields in the forms 
of, e.g., an optical recording disk (e.g., a CD, a CD-ROM, a CD-I, a laser disk, write-once and programmable 
disks, and a magneto-optical disk) and an optical card (e.g., a ROM card, write-once and programmable 
cards, and a magneto-optical card). 
20 In a conventional readonly or write-once optical recording disk, a laser beam generated by a light 
source, e.g., a semiconductor laser, is focused to form a spot having a diameter of 1 to 2 urn on the disk 
surface, and the surface state of the corresponding portion on the disk surface is detected by utilizing light 
reflected by the disk surface. 

More specifically, when a pit is present, light is randomly reflected to reduce the intensity of the 
25 reflected light. When a pit is not present, light is reflected by a mirror surface. Data is read by utilizing a 
difference (intensity of light) between these two states. 

In this case, however, a decrease in spot diameter of the laser light beam is limited to as small as about 
1 to 2 urn, and it is impossible to decrease the spot diameter to be extremely smaller than this. 

Accordingly, the information amount of the conventional optical recording disk is limited by the fact that 
30 one pit on the disk represents one piece of information and by the limited spot diameter of the laser light 
beam. As a result, information recording at a high density exceeding a certain limit cannot be performed. 

Disclosure of Invention 

35 It is the first object of the present invention to provide an optical information recording medium which 
uses diffraction gratings as information recording elements so that information can be recorded at a very 
high density and from which a plurality of pieces of information are read at once simultaneously so that 
information can be read at a higher speed, and an information reading method for the same. 

It is the second object of the present invention to provide an optical information recording medium 
40 which uses diffraction gratings as information recording elements so that information can be recorded at a 
very high density, from which a plurality of pieces of information are read at once simultaneously so that 
information can be read at a higher speed, and which can be produced in mass production with a good 
formability at a low cost, and an information reading method for the same. 

It is the third object of the present invention to provide an optical information recording medium which 
45 uses diffraction gratings as information recording elements so that information can be recorded at a very 
high density, from which a plurality of pieces of information are read at once simultaneously so that 
information can be read at a higher speed, and which can improve a security effect, and an information 
reading method for the same. 

In order to achieve the first object, in an optical information recording medium according to the first 
50 aspect of the present invention, at least one cell comprising diffraction gratings is disposed on a planar 
substrate, and the cell is divided into n (n is an integer of 2 or more) regions such that each divided region 
represents one binary data. 

Particularly, a cell comprising diffraction gratings having at least either different inclinations or different 
grating pitches and formed in the divided regions is used as the cell. 
55 A cell comprising diffraction gratings which are obtained by aligning curved gratings parallel to each 
other to have constant grating pitches is used as the cell. 

A cell comprising diffraction gratings which are obtained by aligning curved gratings parallel to each 
other to have different grating pitches is used as the cell. 
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A cell comprising diffraction gratings which are obtained by aligning concentric circles at a predeter- 
mined gap is used as the cell, and the cell is divided into n regions by lines extending through the center of 
the concentric circles such that each divided region represents one binary data. 

A cell comprising diffraction gratings which are obtained by aligning concentric circles at different gaps 
5 is used as the cell, and the cell is divided into n regions by lines extending through the center of the 
concentric circles such that each divided region represents one binary data. 

Either a reflection type cell or a transmission type cell is used as the cell. 

According to an information reading method for an optical information recording medium according to 
the first aspect of the present invention, light-receiving elements corresponding in number to a number n of 
io divided regions of the cell are disposed to correspond to the divided regions, and one incident light beam is 
caused to be incident on the cell, and diffracted light components emerging from the divided regions of the 
cell are received by the light-receiving elements, thereby reproducing information. 
Beam-like light is caused to be incident as the incident light. 

In order to achieve the second object of the present invention, in an optical information recording 

75 medium according to the second aspect of the present invention, which is formed by disposing at least one 
cell comprising small diffraction gratings on a surface of a planar substrate, a ratio of a line width to a 
grating pitch of the diffraction gratings constituting the diffraction grating cell is appropriately changed 
based on first original data used for manufacturing a main body of the optical information recording 
medium, thereby recording first data. 

20 A ratio of a line width to a grating pitch of the diffraction gratings constituting the diffraction grating cell 
is appropriately changed based on first original data used for manufacturing a main body of the optical 
information recording medium, thereby recording first data, and a grating pitch of the diffraction gratings 
constituting the diffraction grating cell is appropriately changed based on second original data used for 
manufacturing the main body of the optical information recording medium, thereby recording second data. 

25 A ratio of a line width to a grating pitch of the diffraction gratings constituting the diffraction grating cell 
is appropriately changed based on first original data used for manufacturing a main body of the optical 
information recording medium, thereby recording first data, and an azimuth angle of diffraction of the 
diffraction gratings constituting the diffraction grating cell is appropriately changed based on third original 
data used for manufacturing the main body of the optical information recording medium, thereby recording 

30 third data. 

A ratio of a line width to a grating pitch of the diffraction gratings constituting the diffraction grating cell 
is appropriately changed based on first original data used for manufacturing a main body of the optical 
information recording medium, thereby recording first data, a grating pitch of the diffraction gratings 
constituting the diffraction grating cell is appropriately changed based on second original data used for 

35 manufacturing the main body of the optical information recording medium, thereby recording second data, 
and an azimuth angle of diffraction of the diffraction gratings constituting the diffraction grating cell is 
appropriately changed based on third original data used for manufacturing the main body of the optical 
information recording medium, thereby recording third data. 

An intensity of diffracted light component is coded based on the following equation as a ratio of the line 

40 width to the grating pitch of the diffraction gratings: 

r, = (|)2 sin2 ( ^ -Egy) sin(§fc) 2 

45 

where t? is the diffraction efficiency (a value of 0 to 1), r is the depth of the diffraction gratings, I is the line 
width, d is the grating pitch, $ is the angle of incidence of reproduced illumination light, and X is the 
wavelength of the reproduction illumination light. 

Either a reflection type cell or a transmission type cell is used as the cell. 

50 According to an information reading method for an optical information recording medium of the second 
aspect of the present invention, at least one light-receiving element is disposed, one incident light beam is 
caused to be incident on the diffraction grating cell, and a diffracted light component emerging from the 
diffraction grating cell is received by the light-receiving element, so that the first data is reproduced as a 
change in intensity of the diffracted light component. 

55 A plurality of light-receiving elements are disposed, one incident light beam is caused to be incident on 
the diffraction grating cell, and diffracted light components emerging from the diffraction grating cell are 
received by the light-receiving elements, so that the first data is reproduced as a change in intensity of the 
diffracted light component and the second data is reproduced as a change in diffraction angle of the 
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diffracted light component. 

A plurality of light-receiving elements are disposed, one incident light beam is caused to be incident on 
the diffraction grating cell, and diffracted light components emerging from the diffraction grating cell are 
received by the light-receiving elements, so that the first data is reproduced as a change in intensity of the 
5 diffracted light component and the third data is reproduced as a change in exit direction of the diffracted 
light component. 

A plurality of light-receiving elements are disposed, one incident light beam is caused to be incident on 
the diffraction grating cell, and diffracted light components emerging from the diffraction grating cell are 
received by the light-receiving elements, so that the first data is reproduced as a change in intensity of the 
to diffracted light component, the second data is reproduced as a change in diffraction angle of the diffracted 
light component, and the third data is reproduced as a change in exit direction of the diffracted light 
component. 

Beam-like light is caused to be incident as the incident light. 

In order to achieve the third object of the present invention according to the third aspect of the present 
75 invention, in an optical information recording medium formed by disposing at least one cell comprising 
small diffraction gratings on a surface of a planar substrate, the diffraction grating cell is divided into a 
plurality of regions, in the same diffraction grating cell, the respective regions are constituted by diffraction 
gratings having the same azimuth angle but different grating pitches, a grating pitch of the diffraction 
gratings constituting at least one of the respective regions is appropriately set based on original data used 
20 for manufacturing a main body of the optical information recording medium main body, thereby recording 
data. 

The diffraction grating cell is divided into a plurality of regions, in the same diffraction grating cell, the 
respective regions are constituted by diffraction gratings having the same azimuth angle but different 
grating pitches, and shapes and positions of the respective regions are appropriately set in units of cells 
25 based on original data used for manufacturing a main body of the optical information recording medium, 
thereby recording data. 

The diffraction grating cell is divided into a plurality of regions, in the same diffraction grating cell, the 
respective regions are constituted by diffraction gratings having the same azimuth angle but different 
grating pitches, a grating pitch of the diffraction gratings constituting at least one of the respective regions 
30 is appropriately set based on first original data used for manufacturing a main body of the optical 
information recording medium, thereby recording first data, and shapes and positions of the respective 
regions are appropriately set based on the second original data used for manufacturing the main body of 
the optical information recording medium main body, thereby recording second data. 

Particularly, the grating pitch of the diffraction gratings and an area of the region are set such that a 
35 wavelength and the ratio of an intensity of a diffracted light component emerging from each region of the 
same diffraction grating cell corresponds to the color of one point on a chromaticity diagram for each cell. 

A plurality of the diffraction grating cells are disposed, and azimuth angles of the diffraction gratings 
constituting the diffraction grating cells are changed between the cells, thereby recording the third data. 

Either a reflection type diffraction grating cell or a transmission type diffraction grating cell is used as 
40 the diffraction grating cell. 

According to an information reading method for an optical information recording medium of the third 
aspect of the present invention, a plurality of light-receiving elements are disposed, one incident light beam 
is caused to be incident on the diffraction grating cell, and diffracted light components emerging from the 
diffraction grating cell are received by the light-receiving elements, so that the data is reproduced as a 
45 change in diffraction angle of the diffracted light component of each region of the diffraction grating cell. 

At least one light-receiving element is disposed, one incident light beam is caused to be incident on the 
diffraction grating cell, and a diffracted light component emerging from the diffraction grating cell is 
received by the light-receiving element, so that the data is reproduced as a spatial distribution of the 
diffracted light component in each region of the diffraction grating cell, 
so Furthermore, a plurality of light-receiving elements are disposed, one incident light beam is caused to 
be incident on the diffraction grating cell, and diffracted light components emerging from the diffraction 
grating cell are received by the light-receiving elements, so that the first and second data are reproduced 
as a diffraction angle and a spatial distribution of the diffracted light component of each region in the 
diffraction grating cell. 

55 Particularly, in an information reading method for the above optical information recording medium, a 
plurality of the light-receiving elements are disposed, and changes in spatial distribution of the diffracted 
light components received by the light-receiving elements are compared with each other, thereby determin- 
ing validity of reproduced data. 
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Beam-like light is caused to be incident as the incident light. 

Therefore, according to the information recording method for the optical information recording medium 
of the first aspect of the present invention, a cell comprising the diffraction gratings is divided into two or 
more regions and each divided region represents one binary data, thereby recording a plurality of data in 
5 one cell. 

According to the information reading method for the optical information recording medium of the first 
aspect of the present invention, when information is to be read, one incident light beam is caused to be 
incident on the cell, and data is reproduced by receiving diffracted light components emerging from the 
respective divided regions of the cell by the respective light-receiving elements, thereby reproducing a 
w plurality of data at once simultaneously. 

According to the optical information recording medium of the second aspect of the present invention, 
the ratio of the line width to the grating pitch of the diffraction gratings constituting the diffraction grating cell 
is approximately changed based on the first original data used for- manufacturing the main body of the 
optical information recording medium, thereby recording the first data. Therefore, data reproduction can be 
75 performed by changing the intensity of the diffracted light component. 

Since the gray scale is expressed by the ratio of the line width to the grating pitch of the diffraction 
gratings constituting the diffraction grating cell, the distribution of the diffraction gratings is uniform, and the 
formability in embossing is good. 

Since data recording is not related to the depth of the diffraction grating, this optical information 
20 recording medium can be manufactured by an apparatus, e.g., an electron beam lithography system 
capable of binary expression, which has a fine-processing capability. Control of the depth in the duplicate 
can be easily performed. This optical information recording medium can be duplicated easily by, e.g., 
embossing, thereby realizing mass production at a low cost. 

According to the optical information recording medium of the second aspect of the present invention, 
25 the second data is recorded by appropriately changing the grating pitch of the diffraction gratings 
constituting the diffraction grating cell based on the second original data used for manufacturing the optical 
information recording medium main body. Thus, data reproduction by changing the diffraction angle of the 
diffracted light component can be performed. 

Furthermore, according to the optical information recording medium of the second aspect of the present 
30 invention, the third data is recorded by appropriately changing the azimuth angle of the diffraction gratings 
constituting the diffraction grating cell based on the third original data used for manufacturing the optical 
information recording medium main body. Thus, data reproduction by changing the exit direction of the 
diffracted light component can be performed. 

According to the information reading method for the optical information recording medium of the second 
35 aspect of the present invention, when information is to be read, one incident light beam is caused to be 
incident on the diffraction grating cell, and diffracted light components emerging from the diffraction grating 
cell are received by the light-receiving elements, so that data is reproduced as a change in intensity of the 
diffracted light component, thereby reproducing multivalue data. 

According to the information reading method for the optical information recording medium of the second 
40 aspect of the present invention, when information is to be read, one incident light beam is caused to be 
incident on the diffraction grating cell, and diffracted light components emerging from the diffraction grating 
cell are received by the light-receiving elements, so that data is reproduced as a change in diffraction angle 
of the diffracted light component, thereby reproducing a plurality of data at once simultaneously. 

According to the information reading method for the optical information recording medium of the second 
45 aspect of the present invention, when information is to be read, one incident light beam is caused to be 
incident on the diffraction grating cell, and diffracted light components emerging from the diffraction grating 
cell are received by the light-receiving elements, so that data is reproduced as a change in exit direction of 
the diffracted light component, thereby reproducing a plurality of data at once simultaneously. 

According to the optical information recording medium of the third aspect of the present invention, a 
50 cell is divided into a plurality of regions, in the same diffraction grating cell, the respective regions are 
constituted by diffraction gratings having the same grating angle but different grating pitches, and a grating 
pitch of the diffraction gratings constituting at least one of the respective regions is appropriately set based 
on original data used for manufacturing a main body of the optical information recording medium main 
body, thereby recording data, so that reproduction of multivalue data by means of a diffraction angle of the 
55 diffracted light component of each region of the diffraction grating cell is performed. 

According to the optical information recording medium of the third aspect of the present invention, the 
shapes and positions of the respective regions are appropriately set in units of cells based on original data 
used for manufacturing the main body of the optical information recording medium, thereby recording data, 
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so that data reproduction by means of a change in spatial distribution of the diffracted light component of 
each region of the diffraction grating cell is performed. 

Furthermore, according to the optical information recording medium of the third aspect of the present 
invention, the azimuth angle of the diffraction gratings constituting the diffraction grating cell is appropriately 
5 changed based on the third original data used for manufacturing the main body of the optical information 
recording medium, thereby recording third data, so that data reproduction by means of a change in exit 
direction of the diffracted light component is performed. 

From the foregoing, a plurality of different data can be recorded at a portion (constituted by a plurality 
of diffraction grating cells designed for the same point on the chromaticity coordinates) which is seen only 
10 as the same color by observation with a naked eye. The present invention is not limited to recording in the 
same color, but an arbitrary image, e.g., a lithography pattern, can be formed in a plurality of colors. 

According to the information reading method of the optical information recording medium of the third 
aspect of the present invention, when information is to be read, one incident light beam is caused to be 
incident on a diffraction grating cell, and diffracted light components emerging from the diffraction grating 
75 cell are received by the light-receiving elements, so that data is reproduced as a change in diffraction angle 
of the diffracted light component of each region of the diffraction grating cell, thereby reproducing a plurality 
of data at once simultaneously. 

According to the information reading method of the optical information recording medium of the third 
aspect of the present invention, when information is to be read, one incident light beam is caused to be 
20 incident on the diffraction grating cell, and diffracted light components emerging from the diffraction grating 
cell are received by the light-receiving elements, so that data is reproduced as the spatial distribution of the 
diffracted light component in each region of the diffraction grating cell, thereby reproducing a plurality of 
data at once simultaneously. 



25 Brief Description of the Drawings 

FIG. 1 includes plan views each showing diffraction gratings as the first embodiment applied to an optical 
information recording medium according to the first aspect of the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a schematic view showing the arrangement of an optical system for realizing an information 
30 reading method for an optical information recording medium according to the first embodiment; 

FIG. 3 is a schematic view showing the arrangement of an optical system for realizing another 
information reading method for an optical information recording medium according to the first embodi- 
ment; 

FIG. 4 is a schematic view showing the arrangement of an optical system for realizing still another 
35 information reading method for an optical information recording medium according to the first embodi- 
ment; 

FIG. 5 includes schematic views showing the state of the information reading method for the optical 
information recording medium according to the first embodiment; 

FIG. 6 includes schematic views showing the state of the information reading, method for the optical 
40 information recording medium according to the first embodiment; 

FIG. 7 includes schematic views showing the state of the information reading method for the optical 
information recording medium according to the first embodiment; 

FIG. 8 is a plan view showing an optical information recording medium as the second embodiment 
according to the second aspect of the present invention; 
45 FIG. 9 includes plan views showing arrangements of one cell applied to the optical information recording 
medium according to the second aspect of the present invention; 

FIG. 10 is a graph showing an example of the relationship between the ratio of the line width of 
diffraction gratings constituting the cell of the optical information recording medium as the second 
embodiment, to the grating pitch, and a diffraction efficiency; 
50 FIG. 11 is a sectional view showing the arrangement of rectangular diffraction gratings constituting the 
cell of the optical information recording medium as the second embodiment; 

FIG. 12 is a plan view showing the arrangement of the optical information recording medium as the 
second embodiment applied to a card-like base material; 

FIG. 13 is a schematic view showing the arrangement of an optical system for realizing an information 
55 reading method for the optical information recording medium as the second embodiment; 

FIG. 14 is a schematic view showing the state of an information reading method for an optical information 
recording medium as the third embodiment according to the second aspect of the present invention; 
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FIG. 15 is a plan view showing an optical information recording medium as the fourth embodiment 
according to the third aspect of the present invention; 

FIG. 16 is a chromaticity diagram for explaining a method of setting the grating pitch and the area ratio 
of the diffraction gratings of a cell applied to the optical information recording medium as the fourth 
5 embodiment; 

FIG. 17 is a view showing the state of diffraction in the optical information recording medium as the 
fourth embodiment; 

FIG. 18 is a plan view showing the arrangement of the optical information recording medium as the 
fourth embodiment applied to a card-like base material; 
to FIG. 19 is a schematic view showing the arrangement of an optical system for realizing an information 
reading method for the optical information recording medium as the fourth embodiment; 
FIG. 20 is a plan view showing the optical information recording medium as the fifth embodiment 
according to the third aspect of the present invention; 

FIG. 21 includes schematic views showing the arrangement of an optical system for realizing an 
75 information reading medium for the optical information recording medium as the fifth embodiment; 

FIG. 22 is a plan view showing the optical information recording medium as the sixth embodiment 
according to the third aspect of the present invention; and 

FIG. 23 is a chromaticity diagram for explaining the method of setting the grating pitch and an area ratio 
of the diffraction gratings of a cell applied to the optical information recording medium as the sixth 
20 embodiment. 

Best Mode of Carrying Out the Invention 

The gist of the first aspect of the present invention resides in realization of an optical information 
25 recording medium which uses, as information recording elements, diffraction gratings consisting of a 
plurality of regions having at least one of different azimuth angles and different grating pitches, and from 
which optical information can be read. 

(First Embodiment) 

30 

FIGS. 1(a) to 1(d) are plan views respectively showing the arrangements of diffraction gratings (to be 
merely referred to as a cell hereinafter) applied to an optical information recording medium according to the 
first aspect of the present invention. 

More specifically, the cell shown in FIG. 1(a) consists of diffraction gratings in which curved gratings are 
35 aligned parallel to each other to have a constant grating pitch. This cell is equally divided into a plurality of 
(in this embodiment, five in the horizontal direction) regions, and each divided region represents one binary 
data. 

The cell shown in FIG. 1(b) consists of diffraction gratings in which curved gratings are aligned parallel 
to each other to have different grating pitches. This cell is equally divided into a plurality of (in this 

40 embodiment, 3 in the horizontal direction x 3 in the vertical direction = 9) regions, and each divided region 
represents one binary data. 

The cell shown in FIG. 1(c) consists of diffraction gratings in which concentric circles are aligned at a 
constant gap. This cell is equally divided into a plurality of (in this embodiment, 6 in the circumferential 
direction) regions, and each divided region represents one binary data. 

45 The cell shown in FIG. 1(d) consists of diffraction gratings in which concentric circles are aligned to 
have different gaps. This cell is equally divided into a plurality of (in this embodiment, 6 in the 
circumferential direction) regions, and each divided region represents one binary data. 

In this embodiment, at least one cell of FIGS. 1 (a) to 1 (d) is disposed on a planar substrate through a 
reflection layer, thus constituting a reflection type optical information recording medium. 

so In the optical information recording medium having the above arrangement, a cell comprising diffraction 
gratings is disposed on a planar substrate, and the cell is divided into a plurality of regions having at least 
one of different azimuth angles and different grating pitches, so that each divided region represents one 
binary data. Hence, a plurality of pieces of data can be recorded in one cell, thereby recording information 
at a very high density. 

55 To manufacture the optical information recording medium of this embodiment, the following methods 
are available. 

(a) Diffraction gratings are formed only on a region where data exists, by an apparatus, e.g., a electron 
beam lithography system which has a fine-processing capability. 
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(b) Diffraction gratings are formed on the entire region by the method (a), and thereafter a light-shielding 
layer is formed on the surface of a region where data does not exist, or the diffraction grating in a region 
where data does not exist is destroyed. 
In this case, since the diffraction grating drawn by the electron beam has a comparatively simple shape, 
5 as shown in FIGS. 1(a) to 1(d), the amount of calculation can be small. Since the electron beam can be 
easily controlled during drawing, the diffraction grating can be manufactured comparatively easily. Since the 
optical information recording medium manufactured in this manner is of a surface relief type, it can be 
manufactured in mass production at a low cost by employing an embossing technique. 

Furthermore, in the method (b), if a duplicate obtained by embossing from an original having the 
jo diffraction grating formed on its entire surface is used and a light-shielding layer having coded individual 
data is formed on the surface of the duplicate later on, individual information can be input comparatively 
easily. Simultaneously, if a duplicate obtained by embossing is used, data is input by destroying/non- 
destroying a corresponding region of a corresponding cell, and the optical information recording medium of 
this embodiment obtained in this manner is used as the embossing original. The optical information 
75 recording medium can be manufactured in mass production at a low cost. 

An information reading method for the optical information recording medium of this embodiment formed 
in the above manner will be described. 

FIG. 2 is a schematic view showing the arrangement of an optical system for realizing an information 
reading method for the optical information recording medium according to this embodiment. FIG. 2 shows a 
20 case wherein a cell is used which is equally divided into five regions in the horizontal direction, as shown in 
FIG. 1(a), such that each divided region represents one binary data. 

Referring to FIG. 2, a substrate 1 is equally divided into five regions in the horizontal direction, as in 
FIG. 1(a), and each divided region represents one binary data. Beam-like incident light 3 can be caused to 
be incident on this substrate 1 from a light source 2, e.g., a laser light beam source. Light-receiving 
25 elements 4 corresponding in number to the divided regions of the cell, i.e., five light-receiving elements 4 
are linearly disposed to correspond to the respective divided regions, thereby receiving light from the cell. 

To read information from the optical information recording medium, the beam-like incident light 3 is 
caused to be incident on the cell from the light source 2. When the incident light 3 is incident on the cell, 
diffracted light components 5 emerge to all of the five light-receiving elements 4. 
30 Accordingly, if binary data is expressed by providing or not providing the light-shielding layer (or 
diffraction grating) in each of the five divided regions, the diffracted light components 5 emerge to only 
light-receiving elements 4 corresponding to divided regions where data exist (data = 1 ) in response to the 
incident light 3, as shown in FIG. 2, and data is reproduced. Reference numeral 6 denotes reflected light 
from the cell. 

35 This means that the cell of this embodiment has an information recording density which is five times 
that of one pit of a conventional optical recording disk. More specifically, whereas the conventional optical 
recording disk can record only one data in one pit, one data can be recorded in one divided region, and 
data corresponding in number to the divided regions (five) can be recorded in one cell in the cell of this 
embodiment. 

40 When a plurality of cells are disposed on the planar substrate and operations of reading five data 
instantaneously are sequentially performed by rotating the substrate, for example, even if the rotating speed 
is the same as the conventional rotating speed, information can be read at a speed five times that the 
conventional information reading speed. 

FIG. 3 is a schematic view showing the arrangement of an optical system for realizing an information 
45 reading method for the optical information recording medium according to this embodiment. FIG. 3 shows a 
case wherein a cell is used which is equally divided into 3 in the horizontal direction x 3 in the vertical 
direction = 9 regions, as shown in FIG. 1(b), such that each divided region represents one binary data. 

Referring to FIG. 3, a substrate 11 is equally divided into 3 in the horizontal direction x 3 in the vertical 
direction = 9 regions, as in FIG. 1(b), and each divided region represents one binary data. Beam-like 
so incident light 13 can be incident on this substrate 11 from a light source 12, e.g., a laser light beam source. 
Light-receiving elements 14 corresponding in number to the divided regions of the cell, i.e., nine light- 
receiving elements 14 are disposed in a matrix manner to correspond to the respective divided regions, 
thereby receiving light from the cell. 

To read information from the optical information recording medium, the beam-like incident light 13 is 
55 caused to be incident on the cell from the light source 12. When the incident light 13 is incident on the cell, 
diffracted light components 15 emerge to all of the nine light-receiving elements 14. 

Accordingly, if binary data is expressed by providing or not providing the light-shielding layer (or 
diffraction grating) in each of the nine divided regions, the diffracted light components 15 emerge to only 
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light-receiving elements 14 corresponding to divided regions where data exist (data = 1) in response to the 
incident light 13, as shown in FIG. 3, and data is reproduced. Reference numeral 16 denotes reflected light 
from the cell. 

This means that the cell of this embodiment has an information recording density which is nine times 
5 that of one pit of a conventional optical recording disk. More specifically, whereas the conventional optical 
recording disk can record only one data in one pit, one data can be recorded in one divided region, and 
data corresponding in number to the divided regions (nine) can be recorded in one cell in the cell of this 
embodiment. 

When a plurality of cells are disposed on the planar substrate and operations of reading nine pieces of 
w data at once are sequentially performed by rotating the substrate, for example, even if the rotating speed is 
the same as the conventional rotating speed, information can be read at a speed nine times that the 
conventional information reading speed. 

FIG. 4 is a schematic view showing an arrangement of an optical system for realizing an information 
reading method for the optical information recording medium according to this embodiment. FIG. 4 shows a 
75 case wherein a cell is used which is equally divided into six regions in the circumferential direction, as 
shown in FIG. 1(c) or 1(d), such that each divided region represents one binary data. 

Referring to FIG. 4, a substrate 21 is equally divided into six regions in the circumferential direction, as 
in FIG. 1(c) or 1(d), and each divided region represents one binary data. Beam-like incident light 23 can be 
incident on this substrate 21 from a light source 22, e.g., a laser light beam source. Light-receiving 
20 elements 24 corresponding in number to the divided regions of the cell, i.e., six light-receiving elements 24 
are disposed in a circular manner to correspond to the respective divided regions, thereby receiving light 
from the cell. 

To read information from the optical information recording medium, the beam-like incident light 23 is 
caused to be incident on the cell from the light source 22. When the incident light 23 is incident on the cell, 
25 diffracted light components 25 emerge to all the six light-receiving elements 24. 

Accordingly, if binary data is expressed by providing or not providing the light-shielding layer (or 
diffraction grating) in each of the six divided regions, the diffracted light components 25 emerge to only 
light-receiving elements 24 corresponding to divided regions where data exist (data = 1 ) in response to the 
incident light 23, as shown in FIG. 4, and data is reproduced. Reference numeral 26 denotes reflected light 
30 (which propagates along the same optical axis as that of the incident light 23 in the opposite direction to the 
incident light 23) from the cell. 

This means that the cell of this embodiment has an information recording density which is six times that 
of one pit of a conventional optical recording disk. More specifically, whereas the conventional optical 
recording disk can record only one data in one pit, one data can be recorded in one divided region, and 
35 data corresponding in number to the divided regions (six) can be recorded in one cell in the cell of this 
embodiment. 

When a plurality of cells are disposed on the planar substrate and operations of reading six data 
instantaneously are sequentially performed by rotating the substrate, for example, even if the rotating speed 
is the same as the conventional rotating speed, information can be read at a speed six times that the 
40 conventional information reading speed. 

FIGS. 5 to 7 are schematic views showing the states of the information reading method for the optical 
information recording medium in FIGS. 3 and 4 (in the case of FIGS. 1(c) and 1(d)). The same portions as 
in FIGS. 2 to 4 are denoted by the same reference numerals. 

As described above, in the information reading method for the optical information recording medium of 
45 this embodiment, one cell causes diffracted light components to emerge in a plurality of directions 
simultaneously upon reception of one incident light. Thus, a plurality of data can be simultaneously 
reproduced by determining whether or not the respective diffracted light components exist, so that 
information reading at a very high speed can be realized. 

The number of divided regions of the diffraction grating can be increased by increasing the spot 
so diameter of the beam-like incident light and the cell. Therefore, the number of exit directions of the 
diffracted light components can also be increased, so that a larger number of pieces of information can be 
read at once. 

Then, the spot diameter need not be decreased, unlike in the conventional case, and a lens system and 
the like for decreasing the spot diameter can be omitted or simplified. 
55 When the cell shown in FIG. 1(b) or 1(b) is used, the cell can also have a function of focusing the 
diffracted light components. Then, errors in light reception by the light-receiving elements can be further 
decreased. 
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Furthermore, since the beam-like light is incident on the cell as the incident light, the diffracted light 
components emerging from the cell also constitute a beam. Then, the light can be easily received by the 
light-receiving elements, and a read error can be eliminated. 

The gist of the second aspect of the present invention resides in the following respects. Namely, when 
5 diffraction gratings are used as the information recording elements of an optical information recording 
medium, data is recorded, by appropriately changing the ratio of the line width to the grating pitch of the 
diffraction gratings constituting the diffraction grating cell, so that the diffraction efficiency of the diffraction 
grating is controlled, that is, the intensity of the diffracted light component is changed during data 
reproduction, so that data can be read, thereby realizing an increase in density of data recording. 
70 Also, control of the diffraction efficiency is performed independently of recording information by using 
the grating pitch and the grating azimuth angle, and control of the diffraction efficiency and information 
recording are combined as required to record independent data, thereby realizing a further increase in 
density of data recording. 

75 (Second Embodiment) 

FIG. 8 is a plan view showing the arrangement of an reflection type optical information recording 
medium according to the present invention. 

More specifically, as shown in FIG. 8, the optical information recording medium of this embodiment is 
20 constituted by disposing, on the surface of a planar substrate 31, a plurality of cells 32, 33, and 34 
comprising small diffraction gratings through a reflecting layer (not shown). 

The cell 32 records first data by appropriately changing the ratio of the line width to the grating pitch of 
the diffraction gratings constituting the cell 32 based on the first original data used for manufacturing this 
optical information recording medium. 
25 The cell 33 records second data by appropriately changing the grating pitch of the diffraction gratings 
constituting the diffraction grating cell 33 based on the second original data used for manufacturing this 
optical information recording medium. 

The cell 34 records third data by appropriately changing the azimuth angle of the diffraction gratings 
constituting the cell 34 based on the third original data used for manufacturing this optical information 
30 recording medium. 

In the cell 32, regarding the ratio of the line width to the grating pitch of the diffraction grating, the 
intensity of the diffracted light component is coded based on the following equation: 

n = <|) 2 sin2 ( |H_|^ ) sln( J 4) 2 

where t> is the diffraction efficiency (a value of 0 to 1), r is the depth of the diffraction grating, I is the line 
width, d is the grating pitch, 0 is the azimuth angle of incidence of reproduced illumination light, and X is the 
40 wavelength of the reproduction illumination light. 

Note that this equation is valid only for a surface relief type rectangular diffraction grating having a 
small depth. 

FIG. 9 includes plan views showing arrangements of the diffraction gratings constituting the cell 32 of 
the above cells. 

45 Referring to FIG. 9, when the line width of the diffraction grating becomes 1/2 the grating pitch, i.e., 
when line width : grating pitch = 1:2, the diffraction efficiency becomes maximum, as shown in FIG. 10. 
When the difference between the line width and this value becomes large, the diffraction efficiency become 
lowered. FIG. 10 is obtained based on the above equation. 

Although recessed portions are expressed as lines in FIG. 9, projecting portions may be regarded as 

so lines instead. FIG. 9 shows examples in which the diffraction gratings are formed by a three-dimensional 
pattern. However, the diffraction grating may be formed in accordance with any method, i.e., a method of 
changing the light transmittance, reflectance, or the phase (to form the diffraction grating with a three- 
dimensional pattern correspond to change the phase between the recessed portions and the projecting 
portions). 

55 An example is a method of forming the diffraction grating by changing the light transmittance or 
reflectance includes a method of expressing the diffraction grating by changing the density (to express 
portions corresponding to the recessed or projecting portions in FIG. 9 in black (light absorption or light 
shielding) and white (reflection or transmittance)). 
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Another example of forming the diffraction grating by changing the phase includes a method of forming 
the grating with layers of two media having different refractive indices (to form portions corresponding to the 
recessed and projecting portions in FIG. 9 with different media). 

FIG. 1 1 is a sectional view showing the arrangement of a rectangular diffraction grating formed with a 
5 three-dimensional surface pattern. 

As shown in FIG. 11, when the optical information recording medium of this embodiment is formed with 
the three-dimensional pattern, the depthwise directions can be sufficiently expressed by binary expression. 
Accordingly, this optical information recording medium can be manufactured also by using a binary device, 
e.g., an electron beam lithography system, to have a good formability in accordance with simple duplicating 
io process without requiring depth control and the like. 

FIG. 12 is a plan view showing an example of a case wherein the optical information recording medium 
of this embodiment is applied to a card-like base material. 

As shown in FIG. 12, since the thickness of the optical information recording medium of this 
embodiment can be greatly decreased, even when, e.g., this optical information recording medium is 
75 adhered to a card-like base material, no problem arises concerning the thickness. 

In the optical information recording medium of this embodiment having the above arrangement, the ratio 
of the line width to the grating pitch of the diffraction gratings constituting the cell 32 is approximately 
changed based on the first original data used for manufacturing the main body of the optical information 
recording medium, thereby recording the first data. Therefore, data reproduction can be performed by 
20 changing the intensity of the diffracted light component, so that information can be recorded at a very high 
density. 

Since the multivalue is expressed by the ratio of the line width to the grating pitch of the diffraction 
gratings constituting the cell 32, the distribution of the diffraction grating becomes uniform, and the form- 
ability in embossing becomes good. 

25 Since data recording is not related to the depth of the diffraction grating, this optical information 
recording medium can' be manufactured by an apparatus, e.g., an electron beam lithography system 
capable of binary expression, which has a fine-processing capability. Control of the depth in the duplicate 
can be easily performed. Since the optical information recording medium is of the surface relief type, it can 
be duplicated easily by, e.g., embossing, thereby realizing mass production at a low cost. 

30 More specifically, since the diffraction grating is formed to be spatially uniform, it has a good formability 
in the duplicating process. Since it suffices if the diffraction grating has a uniform depth, conditions for 
duplication become moderate, thereby facilitating duplication. 

From the foregoing, a multivalue expression of a stable (high-reliability) optical information recording 
medium can be realized while facilitating duplication. 

35 In addition to the above characteristics concerning the diffracted light intensity, in the optical information 
recording medium of this embodiment, the second data is recorded by appropriately changing the grating 
pitch of the diffraction gratings constituting the cell 33 based on the second original data used for 
manufacturing the optical information recording medium main body. Thus, data reproduction by changing 
the diffraction angle of the diffracted light component can be performed, thereby enabling higher-density 

40 information recording. 

In addition to the above characteristics concerning the diffracted light intensity, in the optical information 
recording medium of this embodiment, the third data is recorded by appropriately changing the azimuth 
angle of the diffraction gratings constituting the cell 34 based on the third original data used for 
manufacturing the optical information recording medium main body. Thus, data reproduction by changing 

45 the exit direction of the diffracted light component can be performed, thereby enabling higher-density 
information recording. 

An information reading method for the optical information recording medium of this embodiment having 
the above arrangement will be described. 

FIG. 13 is a schematic view showing the arrangement of an optical system for realizing an information 
50 reading method for the optical information recording medium (reflection type) of this embodiment. Only one 
cell on the substrate 1 will be considered. 

Referring to FIG. 13, beam-like incident light 37 can be vertically incident on a substrate 31, on which a 
cell 35 recording data is formed, from a light source 36, e.g., a laser light beam source. A plurality of light- 
receiving elements 38 are circularly disposed, as shown in FIG. 13, thereby receiving diffracted light 
55 components 39 and 310 from the cell 35. 

When information on the optical information recording medium is to be read, the beam-like incident 
light 37 from the light source 36 is caused to be vertically incident on the cell 35. When the incident light 37 
is vertically incident on the cell 35, diffracted light components of list order emerge with a symmetrical 
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positional relationship. 

A case will be considered wherein only +1st-order diffracted light component 39 is detected by a light- 
receiving element 38 indicated as a solid element in FIG. 13 and no light is detected by other light-receiving 
elements 38. In this case, the grating interval and the azimuth angle of grating of the diffraction grating of a 
5 cell in question can be obtained from the position of the light-receiving element 38 indicated as the solid 
element. The ratio of the line width to the grating pitch of the diffraction grating of the cell can be obtained 
from the light intensity detected by the light-receiving element 38. 

More specifically, when the grating pitch of the diffraction grating is smaller than that of the diffraction 
grating shown in FIG. 13. the diffracted light component is detected by a light-receiving element 38 at an 
w outer side which is located in the same circumferential direction in accordance with the following equation. 

The diffracted light component obtained by the diffraction grating is expressed by the following 
equation: 

mX = d(sina + sin/9) 

75 

where X is the wavelength of the illumination light (incident light), d is the grating pitch, a is the angle of 
incidence of the illumination light, and 0 is the exit angle of mth-order diffracted light component. Usually, a 
diffracted light component having an m = 1st order, i.e., +1st-order diffracted light component is 
considered. 

20 When the azimuth angle of the diffraction grating is changed, the diffracted light component is detected 
by a light-receiving element 38 having the same distance in the direction of diameter but different position 
on the circumferential direction accordingly. 

When the ratio of the line width to the grating pitch of the diffraction grating is changed, the light 
intensity of the diffracted light component detected by the light-receiving element 38 is changed accord- 

25 ingly. 

Therefore, in the optical information recording medium of this embodiment, first to third three different 
types of independent pieces of information can be recorded only by a cell on which reproduction 
illumination light (described as incident light 7 in FIG. 13) is incident. In addition, since each of these three 
types of information can record binary data or data having three or more values, high-density recording can 
30 be performed. 

Furthermore, when the incident light 37 is scanned or the substrate 31 is moved, large-capacity 
information can be read at a speed a plurality of times the conventional speed even if the scanning speed 
or rotating speed is the same as the conventional one. 

35 (Third Embodiment) 

FIG. 14 is a schematic view showing the state of an information reading method for an optical 
information recording medium on which data is recorded by changing only the line width and the grating 
pitch. The same portions as in FIG. 13 are denoted by the same reference numerals. Note that FIG. 14 
40 shows a transmission type optical information recording medium. 

Referring to FIG. 14, upon incidence of incident light (parallel light) 37 having a certain wavelength, cells 
having different grating pitches emerge diffracted light components in different directions, as in diffracted 
light components 311 and 312: Since ratios of the line widths to the grating pitches of the diffraction 
gratings are different, the light intensities of the diffracted light components 311 and 312 are also different. 
45 The diffraction angles and light intensities of the diffracted light components 311 and 312 can be obtained 
by detecting the diffracted light components 311 and 312 by light-receiving elements 38, and original 
information can be reproduced from the obtained diffraction angles and light intensities. 

As described above, in the information reading method for the optical information recording medium of 
this embodiment, one cell causes diffracted light components to emerge in a plurality of directions 
so simultaneously upon reception of one incident light 37. Since a plurality of data can be simultaneously 
reproduced, information reading at a very high speed can be realized. 

The number of exit directions of the diffracted light components can be increased by increasing the 
spot diameter of the incident light 37 and the number of cells, so that a larger number of pieces of 
information can be read simultaneously. 
55 Then, the spot diameter need not be decreased, unlike in the conventional case, and a lens system and 
the like for decreasing the spot diameter can be omitted or simplified. 

Furthermore, when a plurality of light beams corresponding to the respective cells are incident on the 
cells as the incident light 37, the diffracted light component emerging from each cell is also a beam. Then, 
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the light can be easily received by the light-receiving elements, and a read error can be eliminated. 

In the above description, note that the azimuth angle of the diffraction grating indicates the angle 

through which the diffraction grating is pivoted about the normal to the surface of the substrate as the pivot 

axis, that the diffraction angle of the diffracted light component indicates the angle at which the diffracted 
5 light component emerges with respect to the normal to the surface of the substrate, and that the exit 

direction of the diffracted light component indicates the pivoting direction about the normal to the surface of 

the substrate as the pivot axis. 

The gist of the third aspect of the present invention resides in the following respects. Namely, when 

diffraction gratings are used as the information recording elements of an optical information recording 
70 medium, the diffraction grating cell is divided into a plurality of regions, in the same diffraction grating cell, 

the respective regions are constituted by diffraction gratings having the same azimuth angle but different 

grating pitches, 

(a) the grating pitch of diffraction gratings constituting at least one of the respective regions is 
appropriately set based on the original data used for manufacturing the optical information recording 

75 medium main body, thereby recording data, or 

(b) the shapes and positions of the respective regions are appropriately set in units of diffraction grating 
cells based on the original data used for manufacturing the optical information recording medium main 
body, thereby recording data, or 

(c) the grating pitch of the diffraction gratings constituting at least one of the respective regions is 
20 appropriately set based on the first original data used for manufacturing the optical information recording 

medium main body, thereby recording the first data, and the shapes and positions of the respective 
regions are appropriately set in units of the diffraction grating cells based on the second original data 
used for manufacturing the optical information recording medium main body, thereby recording the 
second data, and 

25 thus data is recorded by using the area ratios of the respective regions or a plurality of types of 

grating pitches, that is, data read is enabled by realizing change in spatial distribution and in diffraction 
angles of the diffracted light components in the respective regions during data reproduction, thereby 
realizing high-density data recording. 

The gist of the third aspect of the present invention also resides in that this data recording is performed 
30 independently of information recording by using the azimuth angle of the diffraction grating, and this data 
recording and information recording by using the azimuth angle of the diffraction grating are combined as 
required to record independent data, thereby realizing a further increase in density of data recording. 

(Fourth Embodiment) 

35 v 

FIG. 15 is a plan view showing the arrangement of an optical information recording medium according 
to this embodiment. 

More specifically, as shown in FIG. 15, the optical information recording medium of this embodiment is 
formed by disposing, on the surface of a planar substrate 41, a plurality of cells 42 comprising small 

40 diffraction gratings through a reflecting layer (not shown). 

As shown in FIG. 15, each cell 42 is divided into a plurality of (two in this embodiment) regions, in the 
same cell 42, the respective regions are constituted by diffraction gratings having the same azimuth angle 
but different grating pitches, and the grating pitch of the diffraction gratings constituting at least one of the 
respective regions is appropriately set based on the original data used for manufacturing the optical 

45 information recording medium main body, thereby recording data. 

More specifically, the grating pitch and the area ratio of the diffraction gratings of each region are 
determined based on the original data used for manufacturing the optical information recording medium so 
as to change the diffraction angle and the intensity of the diffracted light component of the diffraction 
gratings of each region. In this case, the grating pitch and the area may be determined while considering 

50 the conditions for visual observation as well. 

More specifically, when, e.g., the respective cells are to be observed in the same color, as shown in 
FIG. 16, the grating pitch of the diffraction grating and the area of the region are set such that the ratio of 
the wavelength to the intensity of a diffracted light component emerging from each region of the same cell 
corresponds to the color of one point on a chromaticity diagram (refer to CIE, auxiliary standard observer, 

55 1 964) for each cell, that is, the grating pitches of two regions of each cell 42 are formed by the pair of the 
wavelengths at points on the two ends of a line segment extending through a certain point on the 
chromaticity diagram. 
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The diffraction grating used in the present invention may be formed in accordance with any method, 
i.e., a method of changing the light transmittance, reflectance, or phase. 

An example of forming the diffraction grating by changing the light transmittance or reflectance includes 
a method of expressing the diffraction grating by changing the density. 
5 An example of forming the diffraction grating by changing the phase includes a method of forming the 
diffraction grating with a three-dimensional pattern, and a method of forming the diffraction grating with 
layers of two media having different refractive indices (to form portions corresponding to the recessed and 
projecting portions with different media). 

FIG. 11 is a sectional view showing the arrangement of a rectangular diffraction grating formed with a 
w three-dimensional surface pattern. 

As shown in FIG. 11, when the optical information recording medium of this embodiment is formed with 
the three-dimensional pattern, the depthwise directions can be sufficiently expressed by binary expression. 
Accordingly, this optical information recording medium can be manufactured also by using a binary device, 
e.g., an electron beam lithography system, to have a good formability in accordance with simple duplicating 
75 process without requiring depth control and the like. 

Diffraction gratings may also be manufactured by recording an interference fringe on a photosensitive 
material for each region by utilizing coherence of laser light beam. 

As shown in FIG. 17, the diffracted light component obtained by the diffraction grating is expressed by 
the following equation: 

20 

m\ = d(sina + sintf) 

where X is the wavelength of the illumination light (incident light), d is the grating pitch, a is the angle of 
incidence of the illumination light, and is the exit angle of mth-order diffracted light component. Usually, a 
25 diffracted light component having an m = + 1st order, i.e., 1st-order diffracted light component is 
considered. 

FIG. 18 is a plan view showing an example of a case wherein the optical information recording medium 
of this embodiment is applied to a card-like base material. 

As shown in FIG. 18, since the thickness of the optical information recording medium of this 

30 embodiment can be greatly decreased, even when, e.g., this optical information recording medium is 
adhered to a card-like base material, no problem arises concerning the thickness. 

In the optical information recording medium of this embodiment having the above arrangement, each 
cell is divided into two regions, in the same cell 42, the respective regions are constituted by diffraction 
gratings having the same azimuth angle but different grating pitches, and the grating pitch of the diffraction 

35 gratings constituting at least one of the respective regions is appropriately set based on the original data 
used for manufacturing the optical information recording medium main body, thereby recording data. Since 
data reproduction can be performed by changing the spatial distribution of the diffracted light components 
of the respective regions of the cell 42, information can be recorded at a very high density. 

The color obtained by observation with a naked eye depends on the grating pitches and the area ratios 

40 of the diffraction gratings of the respective regions of the cells 42. When data is recorded in one cell 2 by 
means of the grating pitches of one region, if the grating pitches of the remaining regions and the area ratio 
are appropriately set, the same color can be observed. 

Thus, a plurality of different data can be recorded at a portion (constituted by a plurality of cells 42 
designed for the same point on the chromaticity coordinates) which is seen only as the same color by 

45 observation with a naked eye. 

More specifically, since the grating pitches of two regions in each cell 42 are constituted by a pair of 
wavelengths at points on the two ends of a line segment extending through a certain point on the 
chromaticity diagram, when white light is caused to be incident on this optical information recording 
medium and observation with a naked eye is performed, all the cells 42 look shining in the same color. 

so However, if light having a single wave length, e.g., a laser beam is caused to incident on this optical 
information recording medium and its diffraction angle is obtained, different data can be reproduced in units 
of cells 42. This is because light having wavelengths corresponding to the respective grating pitches 
emerges at a certain angle when light including all the wavelengths, i.e., white light is considered, and 
because light emerges at angles corresponding to the respective grating pitches when light having a single 

55 wavelength is considered (refer to the above equation). Hence, recorded data cannot be known with a naked 
eye. 

In addition, data recording is not limited to recording in the same color, but it is also possible to form an 
arbitrary image, e.g., a pattern, by using a plurality of colors. 
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From the foregoing, the security effect can be improved by concealing information under the ordinary 
conditions. 

Furthermore, since data recording is not related to the depth of the diffraction grating, this optical 
information recording medium can be manufactured by an apparatus, e.g., an electron beam lithography 
5 system capable of binary expression, which has a fine-processing capability. Control of the depth in the 
duplicate can be easily performed. The optical information recording medium can be duplicated easily by, 
e.g., embossing, thereby realizing mass production at a low cost. 

An information reading method for the optical information recording medium of this embodiment having 
the above arrangement will be described. 
io FIG. 19 is a schematic view showing the arrangement of an optical system for realizing an information 
reading method for the optical information recording medium of this embodiment. Only one cell on the 
substrate 41 will be considered. 

Referring to FIG. 19, beam-like incident light 47 can be vertically incident on a substrate 41, on which a 
cell 45 recording data is disposed, from a light source 46, e.g., a laser light beam source. A plurality of 
75 light-receiving elements 48 are circumferentially disposed, as shown in FIG. 19, thereby receiving diffracted 
light components 49 and 410 from the cell 45. 

When information on the optical information recording medium is to be read, the beam-like incident 
light 47 from the light source 46 is caused to be vertically incident on the cell 45. When the incident light 47 
is vertically incident on the cell 45, diffracted light components of the ±1st order emerge with a symmetrical 
20 positional relationship. 

A case will be considered wherein only +1st-order diffracted light component 49 is detected by a light- 
receiving element 48 indicated as a solid element in FIG. 19 and no light is detected by other light-receiving 
elements 48. In this case, the grating interval and the azimuth angle of grating of the diffraction grating of a 
cell in question can be obtained from the position of the light-receiving element 48 indicated as the solid 
25 element. 

More specifically, when the grating pitch of the diffraction grating is smaller than that of the diffraction 
grating shown in FIG. 19, the diffracted light component is detected by a light-receiving element 48 at an 
outer side which is located in the same circumferential direction in accordance with the above equation. 
When the azimuth angle of the diffraction grating is changed, the diffracted light component is detected 
30 by a light-receiving element 48 at a different position on the circumferential direction accordingly. 

Therefore, in the optical information recording medium of this embodiment, a plurality of pieces of 
independent information can be recorded only by a cell on which reproducing illumination light (described 
as incident light 47 in FIG. 19) is incident. In addition, since each of these three types of information can 
record binary data or data having three or more values, high-density recording can be performed. 
35 Furthermore, when the incident light 47 is scanned or the substrate 41 is moved, large-capacity 
information can be read at a speed a plurality of times the conventional speed even if the scanning speed 
or rotating speed is the same as the conventional one. 

Since the beam-like light is caused to be incident on the cell as the incident light 47, the diffracted light 
components emerging from the cell also constitute a beam. Then, not only light reception by the light- 
40 receiving elements 48 becomes easy, but also a read error can be eliminated. 

(Fifth Embodiment) 

FIG. 20 is a plan view showing the arrangement of an optical information recording medium according 
45 to this embodiment. 

More specifically, as shown in FIG. 20, the optical information recording medium of this embodiment is 
formed by disposing, on the surface of a planar substrate 411, a plurality of cells 412 comprising small 
diffraction gratings through a reflecting layer (not shown). 

As shown in FIG. 20, each cell 412 is divided into a plurality of (two, three, and four in this 
50 embodiment) regions, in the same cell 412, the respective regions are constituted by diffraction gratings 
having the same azimuth angle but different grating pitches, and the shapes and positions of the respective 
regions are appropriately set in units of diffraction grating cells based on the original data used for 
manufacturing the optical information recording medium main body, thereby recording data. 

More specifically, the grating pitch and the area ratio of the diffraction gratings of each region are 
55 determined based on the original data used for manufacturing the optical information recording medium so 
as to change the diffraction angle and the intensity of the diffracted light component of the diffraction 
gratings of each region. In this case, the grating pitch and the area may be determined while considering 
the conditions for visual observation as well. 
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More specifically, when, e.g., the respective cells are to be observed in the same color, the grating 
interval of the diffraction grating and the area of the region are set such that the ratio of the wavelength to 
the intensity of a diffracted light component emerging from each region of the same cell corresponds to the 
color of one point on a chromaticity diagram for each cell, that is, the grating pitches of two regions of each 
5 cell 412 are formed by the pair of the wavelengths at points on the two ends of a line segment extending 
through a certain point on the chromaticity diagram. 

This embodiment shows a case wherein all the cells 412 consist of diffraction gratings having common 
two types of grating pitches. The diffraction grating used in this embodiment may be formed in accordance 
with any method, i.e., a method of changing the light transmittance, reflectance, or phase. 
70 An example of forming the diffraction grating by changing the light transmittance or reflectance includes 
a method of expressing the diffraction grating by changing the density. 

An example of forming the diffraction grating by changing the phase includes a method of forming the 
diffraction grating with a three-dimensional pattern, and a method of forming the diffraction grating with 
layers of two media having different refractive indices (to form portions corresponding to the recessed and 
75 projecting portions with different media). 

In the optical information recording medium of this embodiment having the above arrangement, each 
cell 412 is divided into two regions, in the same cell 412, the respective regions are constituted by 
diffraction gratings having the same azimuth angle but different grating pitches, and the shapes and 
positions of the respective regions are appropriately set in units of diffraction gratings based on the original 
20 data used for manufacturing the optical information recording medium main body, thereby recording data. 
Since data reproduction can be performed by changing the spatial distribution of the diffracted light 
components of the respective regions of the cell 412, information can be recorded at a very high density. 

The color obtained by observation with a naked eye depends on the grating pitches and the area ratios 
of the diffraction gratings of the respective regions of the cells 412. If the area ratios of two types of 
25 diffraction gratings of the respective cells 412 are the same, these cells 412 can be observed as cells 
having the same color. 

Thus, a plurality of different data can be recorded at a portion which is seen only as the same color by 
observation with a naked eye. 

More specifically, since the respective regions of the respective cells 412 have two common types of 
30 diffraction gaps and the same area ratio, they correspond to a certain point on the chromaticity diagram. 
When white light is caused to be incident on this optical information recording medium and observation with 
a naked eye is performed, all the cells 412 look shining in the same color. However, if light an azimuth 
angle, e.g., a laser beam is caused to incident on this optical information recording medium and the spatial 
distribution of the diffracted light components is obtained, different data can be reproduced in units of cells 
35 412. Hence, recorded data cannot be known with a naked eye. 

In addition, data recording is not limited to recording in the same color, but it is also possible to form an 
arbitrary image, e.g., a pattern, by using a plurality of colors. 

From the foregoing, the security effect can be improved by concealing information under the ordinary 
conditions. 

40 Furthermore, since data recording is not related to the depth of the diffraction grating, this optical 
information recording medium can be manufactured by an apparatus, e.g., an electron beam lithography 
system capable of binary expression, which has a fine-processing capability. Control of the depth in the 
duplicate can be easily performed. The optical information recording medium can be duplicated easily by, 
e.g., embossing, thereby realizing mass production at a low cost. 

45 An information reading method for the optical information recording medium of this embodiment having 
the above arrangement will be described. 

FIG. 21(a) is a schematic view showing the arrangement of an optical system for realizing an 
information reading method for the optical information recording medium of this embodiment. Only one cell 
on the substrate 411 will be considered. 

so Referring to FIG. 21(a), parallel incident light 417 can be caused to be vertically incident on the 
substrate 411, on which a cell 415 recording data is disposed, from a light source 416, e.g., a laser light 
beam source. A plurality of (two in this embodiment) photodetectors 41 8A and 41 8B are disposed, as 
shown in FIG. 21(a), thereby receiving diffracted light components 41 9A and 41 9B from the cell 15. 

When information on the optical information recording medium is to be read, the incident light 417 from 

55 the light source 416 is caused to be vertically incident on the cell 415. When the incident light 417 is 
vertically incident on the cell 415, two diffracted light components having different angles of diffraction 
emerge. 



17 



EP 0 613 126 A1 



More specifically, a difference in grating pitch leads to a difference in diffraction angle, and patterns 
expressed by diffraction gratings having individual grating pitches are detected by the two photodetectors 
418A and 418B, as shown in FIG. 21(b) (in FIG. 21(b), diffracted light components of -1st order and the like 
are omitted). The photodetectors 41 8A and 41 8B are illustrated as those formed by aligning light-receiving 
5 elements, as in, e.g., CCD array. 

In this case, since these patterns are inverted patterns to each other, it suffices in practice if either a 
photodetector 418A or 41 8B is provided. Then, the mechanical structure for information read access 
becomes simple, and easy information reading is enabled. From these points, the optical information 
recording medium of this embodiment can be treated in the same manner as a bar code or the like which is 
70 expressed in an ordinary printing ink. 

Accordingly, in the optical information recording medium of this embodiment, a plurality of pieces of 
independent information can be recorded only at a cell on which reproduction illumination light (described 
as the incident light 417 in FIG. 21) is incident. In addition, since each of these plurality of types of 
information can record binary data or data having three or more values, high-density recording can be 
75 performed. 

When the incident light 417 is scanned or the four substrates 11 are moved, large-capacity information 
can be read at a speed a plurality of times the conventional speed even if the scanning speed or rotating 
speed is the same as the conventional one. 

When the patterns of the diffracted light components 41 9A and 41 9B respectively detected by the two 
20 photodetectors 41 8A and 41 8B are compared, whether or not the read information is valid data can be 
checked. 

As described above, in the information reading method for the optical information recording medium of 
this embodiment, since one cell causes diffracted light components to emerge in a plurality of directions 
simultaneously upon reception of one incident light beam 47, a plurality of data can be reproduced 
25 simultaneously, thereby realizing information reading at a very high speed. 

When the spot diameter of the incident light 417 and the cell are increased, a larger number of pieces 
of information can be read at once. 

Then, the spot diameter need not be decreased, unlike in the conventional case, and a lens system and 
the like for decreasing the spot diameter can be omitted or simplified. 
30 Since parallel light is caused to be incident on the cell as the incident light 417, the diffracted light 
components emerging from the cell also become parallel light. Then, not only light reception by the photo- 
detectors 41 8A and 41 8B becomes easy, but also a read error can be eliminated. 

In the above description, note that the azimuth angle of the diffraction grating indicates the angle 
through which the diffraction grating is pivoted about the normal to the surface of the substrate as the pivot 
35 axis, that the diffraction angle of the diffracted light component indicates the angle at which the diffracted 
light component is emitted with respect to the normal to the surface of the substrate, and that the exit 
direction of the diffracted light component indicates the pivoting direction about the normal to the surface of 
the substrate as the pivot axis. 

40 (Sixth Embodiment) 

The above fifth embodiment and the sixth embodiment exemplify cases wherein data is recorded by 
using only cells in which, in the same cell, the respective regions are constituted by diffraction gratings 
having the same azimuth angle and different grating pitches. However, the present invention is not limited to 

45 this. When another data is recorded by changing the grating azimuth angles of the diffraction gratings of the 
respective regions based on another original data used for manufacturing an optical information recording 
medium, higher-density information recording is enabled. 

FIG. 22 is a plan view showing the arrangement of a reflection type optical information recording 
medium according to this embodiment of this type. 

50 More specifically, referring to FIG. 22, the optical information recording medium of this embodiment is 
constituted by disposing, on the surface of a planar substrate 421, a plurality of cells 422 comprising small 
diffraction gratings through a reflecting layer (not shown). 

The diffraction gratings constituting the respective cells 422 are as shown in FIG. 22, and each cell 422 
consists of diffraction gratings having two types of grating pitches. 

55 In the cells 422 constituting the upper horizontal bar of a letter "T" in FIG. 22, the two types of grating 
pitches are common, and only the area ratios are different. For example, if the two types of grating pitches 
are set such that the wavelengths are 500 nm and 600 nm in observation, all the points on the line 
segments of the chromaticity diagram shown in FIG. 23 can be expressed by the area ratio of the two 
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regions. 

At this time, the ratio of p to q in FIG. 23 is equal to the area ratios of the respective regions. 
Accordingly, the cells 422 forming the upper horizontal bar of the tetter "T" in FIG. 23 are observed in a 
color located at a position, on the line segment defined by the two grating pitches, of the p-q ratio equal to 
5 the area ratio. 

In the cells 422 forming the vertical bar of the letter "T" shown in FIG. 23, the two types of grating 
pitches are common, and only the grating azimuth angles and the shapes of the respective regions are 
different. 

When these facts are utilized, in the optical information recording medium of this embodiment, 
jo machine-reading information which cannot be recognized by visual observation can be recorded in a cell 
group which is seen in an arbitrary color of a range within a solid line on the chromaticity diagram in 
observation with a naked eye. Inversely, an image, e.g., a graphic pattern, which can be visually identified 
may be observed completely independently of the machine-reading information. 

From the foregoing, the security effect can be further improved by concealing information under the 
75 ordinary conditions and/or by matching the visual-observation information and the machine-reading informa- 
tion. 

In this embodiment, the number of grating pitches of the diffraction gratings of the cells and the number 
of divided regions are not limited to two in the same manner as in the embodiments described above. 

The present invention is not limited to this embodiment, but can similarly be practiced in the following 
20 manner as well. 

(a) In FIGS. 1(a) to 1(d) of the first embodiment, the number of divided regions may be a number other 
than the described number as far as it is plural. The dividing direction may be either vertical or horizontal 
especially in FIGS. 1(a) and 1(b). 

(b) In FIGS. 1(c) and 1(d) of the first embodiment, the diffraction grating is not limited to a true circle but 
25 can be an ellipse. 

(c) In the first embodiment, data 1 represents a case wherein diffraction gratings are present and a 
diffracted light component is incident on a light-receiving element. Inversely, however, data 0 may 
represent a case wherein diffraction gratings are present and a diffracted light component is incident on 
a light-receiving element, and data 1 may represent a case wherein a diffracted light component is not 

30 incident on a light-receiving element. 

(d) FIGS. 1(a) and 1(b) of the first embodiment exemplify cases wherein a diffraction grating cell in which 
curved gratings are aligned parallel to each other to have constant or different grating pitches is used as 
the diffraction grating cell. However, the present invention is not limited to this. Even when a diffraction 
grating cell in which curved gratings, i.e., linear gratings having continuously changing gradients are 

35 aligned parallel to each other to have constant or different grating pitches is used, the same effect as 
that described above can be realized. 

(e) The first embodiment exemplifies a case wherein a reflection type diffraction grating cell is used as 
the diffraction grating cell. However, the present invention is not limited to this, and a transmission type 
diffraction grating cell may also be employed as the diffraction grating cell. In this case, since a 

40 reflecting layer need not be provided when disposing the diffraction grating cell on the substrate, the 
manufacturing step of the optical information recording medium can be simplified accordingly. 

(f) The first embodiment exemplifies a case wherein beam-like light is caused to be incident as incident 
light. However, the present invention is not limited to this. 

(g) FIG. 13 of the second embodiment exemplifies a case wherein a reflection type cell is used as the 
45 cell, and FIG. 14 of the third embodiment exemplifies a case wherein a transmission type cell is used as 

the cell. However, the present invention is not limited to these. It is possible to use a transmission type 
cell as the cell in FIG. 13 of the second embodiment, and a reflection type cell as the cell in FIG. 14 of 
the third embodiment. 

When a transmission type cell is used as the cell, a reflecting layer need not be provided when the 
so diffraction grating cell is formed on the substrate. Therefore, the manufacturing step of the optical 
information recording medium can be simplified accordingly. 

(h) The second and third embodiments exemplify cases wherein an optical information recording 
medium is formed by forming a plurality of cells comprising small diffraction gratings on the surface of a 
planar substrate. However, the present invention is not limited to this. The present invention can similarly 

55 be applied to a case wherein an optical information recording medium is formed by forming at least one 
cell on the surface of a planar substrate. 

(i) The second and third embodiments exemplify cases wherein an optical information recording medium 
records the first to third, i.e., three types of data. However, the present invention is not limited to this. It 
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suffices if an optical information recording medium records at least the first data. 

0) FIG. 13 of the second embodiment exemplifies a case wherein beam-like light is caused to be incident 
' as the incident light, and FIG. 14 of the third embodiment exemplifies a case wherein parallel light is 

caused to be incident as the incident light. However, the present invention is not limited to these. Parallel 
5 light may be caused to be incident as the incident light in FIG. 13 of the second embodiment, and beam- 
like light may be caused to be incident as the incident light in FIG. 14 of the third embodiment. 

(k) The second and third embodiments exemplify cases wherein the first to third, i.e., three types of data 

are recorded by different cells. However, the present invention is not limited to this, and these data may 

be recorded simultaneously by one cell. 
w (I) The second and third embodiments exemplify cases wherein a plurality of light-receiving elements 

are used. However, the present invention is not limited to this. When only the intensity of the diffracted 

light component is to be read, it suffices if at least one light-receiving element is provided. 

(m) The fourth to sixth embodiments exemplify cases wherein a reflection type cell is used as the cell. 

However, the present invention is not limited, and a transmission type cell may be used as the cell. In 
75 this case, since a reflecting layer need not be provided when forming the diffraction grating cell on the 

substrate, the manufacturing step of the optical information recording medium can be simplified 

accordingly. 

(n) The fourth to sixth embodiments exemplify cases wherein an optical information recording medium is 
formed by forming a plurality of cells comprising small diffraction gratings on the surface of a planar 
20 substrate. However, the present invention is not limited to this. The present invention can similarly be 
applied when an optical information recording medium is to be formed by forming at least one cell on 
the surface of a planar substrate. 

(o) FIG. 15 of the fourth embodiment exemplifies a case wherein the cell is divided into two regions. 
However, the present invention is not limited to this, and three or more wavelengths may be selected to 
25 indicate a point on the chromaticity diagram. In this case, an information amount per cell can be 
increased. 

(p) FIG. 20 of the fifth embodiment exemplifies a case wherein each of all the cells consists of diffraction 
gratings having two different grating pitches. However, the present invention is not limited to this. The 
present invention can similarly be applied to a case wherein each of all the cells consists of diffraction 

30 gratings having three or more different grating pitches. 

(q) The fourth and fifth embodiments exemplify cases wherein beam-like or parallel light is caused to be 
incident as the incident light. However, the present invention is not limited to this, 
(r) The fourth to sixth embodiments exemplify cases wherein data is recorded and read in accordance 
with at least one grating pitch of the respective regions of a cell or in accordance with the shapes and 

35 positions of the respective regions in a cell. However, the present invention is not limited to this, and the 
above data recording/reading may be performed simultaneously. 

Claims 

40 1. An optical information recording medium characterized in that 

at least one cell comprising diffraction gratings is disposed on a planar substrate, and 
said cell is divided into n (n is an integer of not less than 2) regions such that each divided region 
represents one binary data. 

45 2. An optical information recording medium according to claim (1), characterized in that a cell comprising 
diffraction gratings having at least either different azimuth angles or different grating pitches and formed 
in said divided regions is used as said cell. 

3. An optical information recording medium according to claim (1), characterized in that a cell comprising 
so diffraction gratings which are obtained by aligning curved gratings parallel to each other to have 

constant grating pitches is used as said cell. 

4. An optical information recording medium according to claim (1), characterized in that a cell comprising 
diffraction gratings which are obtained by aligning curved gratings parallel to each other to have 

55 different grating pitches is used as said cell. 

5. An optical information recording medium according to claim (1 ), characterized in that a cell comprising 
diffraction gratings which are obtained by aligning concentric circles at a predetermined gap is used as 
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said cell, and said cell is divided into n regions by lines extending through the center of the concentric 
circles such that each divided region represents one binary data. 

6. An optical information recording medium according to claim (1), characterized in that a cell comprising 
5 diffraction gratings which are obtained by aligning concentric circles at different gaps is used as said 

cell, and said cell is divided into n regions by lines extending through the center of the concentric 
circles such that each divided region represents one binary data. 

7. An optical information recording medium according to any one of claims (1) to (6), characterized in that 
70 either a reflection type cell or a transmission type cell is used as said cell. 

8. A method of reading information on an optical information recording medium according to any one of 
claims (1 ) to (7), characterized in that 

light-receiving elements corresponding in number to a number n of divided regions of said cell are 
75 disposed to correspond to said divisional regions, and 

one incident light beam is caused to be incident on said cell, and diffracted light components 
emerging from said divided regions of said cell are received by said light-receiving elements, thereby 
reproducing information. 

20 9. An information reading method for an optical information recording medium according to claim (8), 
characterized in that beam-like light is caused to be incident as the incident light. 

10. An optical information recording medium formed by disposing at least one cell comprising small 
diffraction gratings on a surface of a planar substrate, characterized in that 

25 a ratio of a line width to a grating pitch of said diffraction gratings constituting said diffraction 

grating cell is appropriately changed based on first original data used for manufacturing a main body of 
said optical information recording medium, thereby recording first data. 

11. An optical infprmation recording medium formed by disposing at least one cell comprising small 
30 diffraction gratings on a surface of a planar substrate, characterized in that 

a ratio of a line width to a grating pitch of said diffraction gratings constituting said diffraction 
grating cell is appropriately changed based on first original data used for manufacturing a main body of 
said optical information recording medium, thereby recording first data, and 

a grating pitch of said diffraction gratings constituting said diffraction grating cell is appropriately 
35 changed based on second original data used for manufacturing said main body of said optical 
information recording medium, thereby recording second data. 

12. An optical information recording medium formed by disposing at least one cell comprising small 
diffraction gratings on a surface of a planar substrate, characterized in that 

40 a ratio of a line width to a grating pitch of said diffraction gratings constituting said diffraction 

grating cell is appropriately changed based on first original data used for manufacturing a main body of 
said optical information recording medium, thereby recording first data, and 

an azimuth angle of said diffraction gratings constituting said diffraction grating cell is appropriately 
changed based on third original data used for manufacturing said main body of said optical information 

45 recording medium, thereby recording third data. 

13. An optical information recording medium formed by disposing at least one cell comprising small 
diffraction gratings on a surface of a planar substrate, characterized in that 

a ratio of a line width to a grating pitch of said diffraction gratings constituting said diffraction 
50 grating cell is appropriately changed based on first original data used for manufacturing a main body of 
said optical information recording medium, thereby recording first data, 

a grating pitch of said diffraction gratings constituting said diffraction grating cell is appropriately 
changed based on second original data used for manufacturing said main body of said optical 
information recording medium, thereby recording second data, and 
55 an azimuth angle of said diffraction gratings constituting said diffraction grating cell is appropriately 

changed based on third original data used for manufacturing said main body of said optical information 
recording medium, thereby recording third data. 
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14. An optical information recording medium according to any one of claims (10) to (13), characterized in 
that an intensity of a diffracted light component is coded based on the following equation as a ratio of 
the line width to the grating pitch of said diffraction gratings: 

r, = (|)2 sin2(|* ggjfc) sin^d) 2 

where ?j is a diffraction efficiency (a value of 0 to 1), r is a depth of the diffraction gratings, I is the line 
70 width, d is the grating pitch, e is an angle of incidence of reproduction illumination light, and X is a 
wavelength of the reproduction illumination light. 

15. An optical information recording medium according to any one of claims (10) to (14), characterized in 
that either a reflection type cell or a transmission type cell is used as said cell. 

15 

16. A method of reading information from an optical information recording medium of claim (10), character- 
ized in that 

at least one light-receiving element is disposed, and 

one incident light beam is caused to be incident on said diffraction grating cell, and a diffracted 
20 light component emerging from said diffraction grating cell is received by said light-receiving element, 
so that the first data is reproduced as a change in intensity of the diffracted light component. 

17. A method of reading information from an optical information recording medium of claim (11), character- 
ized in that 

25 a plurality of light-receiving elements are disposed, and 

one incident light beam is caused to be incident on said diffraction grating cell, and diffracted light 
components emerging from said diffraction grating cell are received by said light-receiving elements, 
so that the first data is reproduced as a change in intensity of the diffracted light component and the 
second data is reproduced as a change in diffraction angle of the diffracted light component. 

30 

18. A method of reading information from an optical information recording medium of claim (12), character- 
ized in that 

a plurality of light-receiving elements are disposed, and 

one incident light beam is caused to be incident on said diffraction grating cell, and diffracted light 
35 components emerging from said diffraction grating cell are received by said light-receiving elements, 
so that the first data is reproduced as a change in intensity of the diffracted light component and the 
third data is reproduced as a change in exit direction of the diffracted light component. 

19. A method of reading information from an optical information recording medium of claim (13), character- 
40 ized in that 

a plurality of light-receiving elements are disposed, and 

one incident light beam is caused to be incident on said diffraction grating cell, and diffracted light 
components emerging from said diffraction grating cell are received by said light-receiving elements, 
so that the first data is reproduced as a change in intensity of the diffracted light component, the 
45 second data is reproduced as a change in diffraction angle of the diffracted light component, and the 
third data is reproduced as a change in exit direction of the diffracted light component. 

20. An information reading method for an optical information recording medium according to any one of 
claims (16) to (19), characterized in that beam-like light is caused to be incident as the incident light. 

50 

21. An optical information recording medium formed by disposing at least one cell comprising small 
diffraction gratings on a surface of a planar substrate, characterized in that 

said diffraction grating cell is divided into a plurality of regions, 

in the same diffraction grating cell, said respective regions are constituted by diffraction gratings 
55 having the same azimuth angle but different grating pitches, and 

a grating pitch of said diffraction gratings constituting at least one of said respective regions is 
appropriately set based on original data used for manufacturing a main body of said optical information 
recording medium main body, thereby recording data. 
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22. An optical information recording medium formed by disposing at least one cell comprising small 
diffraction gratings on a surface of a planar substrate, characterized in that 
said diffraction grating cell is divided into a plurality of regions, 

in the same diffraction grating cell, said respective regions are constituted by diffraction gratings 
5 having the same azimuth angle but different grating pitches, and 

shapes and positions of said respective regions are appropriately set in units of cells based on 
original data used for manufacturing a main body of said optical information recording medium, thereby 
recording data. 

jo 23. An optical information recording medium formed by disposing at least one cell comprising small 
diffraction gratings on a surface of a planar substrate, characterized in that 
said diffraction grating cell is divided into a plurality of regions, 

in the same diffraction grating cell, said respective regions are constituted by diffraction gratings 
having the same azimuth angle but different grating pitches, 
75 a grating pitch of said diffraction gratings constituting at least one of said respective regions is 

appropriately set based on first original data used for manufacturing a main body of said optical 
information recording medium, thereby recording first data, and 

shapes and positions of said respective regions are appropriately set based on the second original 
data used for manufacturing said main body of said optical information recording medium main body, 
20 thereby recording second data. 

24. An optical information recording medium according to any one of claims (21) to (23), characterized in 
that the grating pitch of said diffraction gratings and an area of said region are set such that a ratio of a 
wavelength to an intensity of a diffracted light component emerging from each region of the same 

25 diffraction grating cell corresponds to the color of one point on a chromaticity diagram for each cell. 

25. An optical information recording medium according to any one of claims (21) to (23), characterized in 
that a plurality of said diffraction grating cells are disposed, and azimuth angles of said diffraction 
gratings constituting said diffraction grating cells are changed between said cells, thereby recording the 

30 third data. 

26. An optical information recording medium according to any one of claims (21) to (23), characterized in 
that either a reflection type diffraction grating cell or a transmission type diffraction grating cell is used 
as said diffraction grating cell. 

35 

27. A method of reading information from an optical information recording medium of claim (21), character- 
ized in that 

a plurality of light-receiving elements are disposed, and 

one incident light beam is caused to be incident on said diffraction grating cell, and diffracted light 
40 components emerging from said diffraction grating cell are received by said light-receiving elements, 
so that the data is reproduced as a change in diffraction angle of the diffracted light component of said 
respective regions of said diffraction grating cell. 

28. A method of reading information from an optical information recording medium of claim (22), character- 
's ized in that 

at least one light-receiving element is disposed, and 

one incident light beam is caused to be incident on said diffraction grating cell, and diffracted light 
emerging from said diffraction grating cell is received by said light-receiving element, so that the data 
is reproduced as a spatial distribution of the diffracted light components in said respective regions of 
50 said diffraction grating cell. 

29. A method of reading information from an optical information recording medium of claim (23), character- 
ized in that 

a plurality of light-receiving elements are disposed, and 
55 one incident light beam is caused to be incident on said diffraction grating cell, and diffracted light 

components emerging from said diffraction grating cell are received by said light-receiving elements, 
so that the first and second data are reproduced as a diffraction angle and a spatial distribution of the 
diffracted light components of said regions in said diffraction grating cell. 
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30. A method of reading information from an optical information recording medium of claim (22), character- 
ized in that 

a plurality of said light-receiving elements are disposed, and changes in a spatial distribution of the 
diffracted light components received by said light-receiving elements are compared with each other, 
5 thereby determining validity of reproduced data. 

31. A method of reading information from an optical information recording medium of any one of claims 
(27) to (29), characterized in that beam-like light is caused to be incident as the incident light. 

io Amended claims 

1. An optical information recording medium 
characterized in 

that at least one cell comprising diffraction gratings is disposed on a planar substrate, and 
75 said cell is divided into n (n is an integer of not less than 2) regions such that each divided region 

represents one binary data. 

2. An optical information recording medium according to claim 1 , 
characterized in 

20 that a cell comprising diffraction gratings having at least either different azimuth angles or different 

grating pitches and formed in said divided regions is used as said cell. 

3. An optical information recording medium according to claim 1, 
characterized in 

25 that a cell comprising diffraction gratings which are obtained by aligning curved gratings parallel to 

each other to have constant grating pitches is used as said cell. 

4. An optical information recording medium according to claim 1 , 
characterized in 

30 that a cell comprising diffraction gratings which are obtained by aligning curved gratings parallel to 

each other to have different grating pitches is used as said cell. 

5. An optical information recording medium according to claim 1 , 
characterized in 

35 that a cell comprising diffraction gratings which are obtained by aligning concentric circles at a 

predetermined gap is used as said cell, and said cell is divided into n regions by lines extending 
through the center of the concentric circles such that each divided region represents one binary data. 

6. An optical information recording medium according to claim 1, 
40 characterized in 

that a cell comprising diffraction gratings which are obtained by aligning concentric circles at 
different gaps is used as said cell, and said cell is divided into n regions by lines extending through the 
center of the concentric circles such that each divided region represents one binary data. 

45 7. An optical information recording medium according to any one of claims 1 to 6, 
characterized in 

that either a reflection type cell or a transmission type cell is used as said cell. 

8. A method of reading information on an optical information recording medium according to any one of 
so claims 1 to 7, 

characterized in 

that light-receiving elements corresponding in number to a number n of divided regions of said cell 
are disposed to correspond to said divisional regions, and 

one incident light beam is caused to be incident on said cell, and diffracted light components 
55 emerging from said divided regions of said cell are received by said light-receiving elements, thereby 
reproducing information. 
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9. An information reading method for an optical information recording medium according to claim 8, 
characterized in 

that beam-like light is caused to be incident as the incident light. 



5 10. An optical information recording medium formed by disposing at least one cell comprising small 
diffraction gratings on a surface of a planar substrate, 
characterized in 

that a ratio of a line width to a grating pitch of said diffraction gratings constituting said diffraction 
grating cell is appropriately changed based on first original data used for manufacturing a main body of 
w said optical information recording medium, thereby recording first data. 

11. An optical information recording medium formed by disposing at least one cell comprising small 
diffraction gratings on a surface of a planar substrate, 
characterized in 

75 that a ratio of a line width to a grating pitch of said diffraction gratings constituting said diffraction 

grating cell is appropriately changed based on first original data used for manufacturing a main body of 
said optical information recording medium, thereby recording first data, and 

a grating pitch of said diffraction gratings constituting said diffraction grating cell is appropriately 
changed based on second original data used for manufacturing said main body of said optical 

20 information recording medium, thereby recording second data. 



12. An optical information recording medium formed by disposing at least one cell comprising small 
diffraction gratings on a surface of a planar substrate, 
characterized in 

25 that a ratio of a line width to a grating pitch of said diffraction gratings constituting said diffraction 

grating cell is appropriately changed based on first original data used for manufacturing a main body of 
said optical information recording medium, thereby recording first data, and 

an azimuth angle of said diffraction gratings constituting said diffraction grating cell is appropriately 
changed based on third original data used for manufacturing said main body of said optical information 

30 recording medium, thereby recording third data. 



13. An optical information recording medium formed by disposing at least one cell comprising small 
diffraction gratings on a surface of a planar substrate, 
characterized in 

35 that a ratio of a line width to a grating pitch of said diffraction gratings constituting said diffraction 

grating cell is appropriately changed based on first original data used for manufacturing a main body of 
said optical information recording medium, thereby recording first data, 

a grating pitch of said diffraction gratings constituting said diffraction grating cell is appropriately 
changed based on second original data used for manufacturing said main body of said optical 
40 information recording medium, thereby recording second data, and 

an azimuth angle of said diffraction gratings constituting said diffraction grating cell is appropriately 
changed based on third original data used for manufacturing said main body of said optical information 
recording medium, thereby recording third data. 

45 14. An optical information recording medium according to any one of claims 10 to 13, 
characterized in 

that an intensity of a diffracted light component is coded based on the following equation as a ratio 
of the line width to the grating pitch of said diffraction gratings: 



50 



2 2tc r n 
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n X cos8 d 



55 where is a diffraction efficiency (a value of 0 to 1), r is a depth of the diffraction gratings, I is the line 
width, d is the grating pitch, e is an angle of incidence of reproduction illumination light, and X is a 
wavelength of the reproduction illumination light. 
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15. An optical information recording medium according to any one of claims 10 to 14, 
characterized in 

that either a reflection type cell or a transmission type cell is used as said cell. 

16. A method of reading information from an optical information recording medium of claim 10, 
characterized in 

that at least one light-receiving element is disposed, and 

one incident light beam is caused to be incident on said diffraction grating cell, and a diffracted 
light component emerging from said diffraction grating cell is received by said light-receiving element, 
so that the first data is reproduced as a change in intensity of the diffracted light component. 

17. A method of reading information from an optical information recording medium of claim 11, 
characterized in 

that a plurality of light-receiving elements are disposed, and 

one incident light beam is caused to be incident on said diffraction grating cell, and diffracted light 
components emerging from said diffraction grating cell are received by said light-receiving elements, 
so that the first data is reproduced as a change in intensity of the diffracted light component and the 
second data is reproduced as a change in diffraction angle of the diffracted light component. 

18. A method of reading information from an optical information recording medium of claim 12, 
characterized in 

that a plurality of light-receiving elements are disposed, and 

one incident light beam is caused to be incident on said diffraction grating cell, and diffracted light 
components emerging from said diffraction grating cell are received by said light-receiving elements, 
so that the first data is reproduced as a change in intensity of the diffracted light component and the 
third data is reproduced as a change in exit direction of the diffracted light component. 

19. A method of reading information from an optical information recording medium of claim 13, 
characterized in 

that a plurality of light-receiving elements are disposed, and 

one incident light beam is caused to be incident on said diffraction grating cell, and diffracted light 
components emerging from said diffraction grating cell are received by said light-receiving elements, 
so that the first data is reproduced as a change in intensity of the diffracted light component, the 
second data is reproduced as a change in diffraction angle of the diffracted light component, and the 
third data is reproduced as a change in exit direction of the diffracted light component. 

20. An information reading method for an optical information recording medium according to any one of 
claims 16 to 19, 

characterized in 

that beam-like light is caused to be incident as the incident light, 

21. An optical information recording medium formed by disposing at least one cell comprising small 
diffraction gratings on a surface of a planar substrate, 

characterized in 

that said diffraction grating cell is divided into a plurality of regions, 

in the same diffraction grating cell, said respective regions are constituted by diffraction gratings 
having the same azimuth angle but different grating pitches, and 

a grating pitch of said diffraction gratings constituting at least one of said respective regions is 
appropriately set based on original data used for manufacturing a main body of said optical information 
recording medium main body, thereby recording data. 

22. An optical information recording medium formed by disposing at least one cell comprising small 
diffraction gratings on a surface of a planar substrate, 

characterized in 

that said diffraction grating cell is divided into a plurality of regions, 

in the same diffraction grating cell, said respective regions are constituted by diffraction gratings 
having the same azimuth angle but different grating pitches, and 

shapes and positions of said respective regions are appropriately set in units of cells based on 
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original data used for manufacturing a main body of said optical information recording medium, thereby 
recording data. 

23. An optical information recording medium formed by disposing at least one cell comprising small 
5 diffraction gratings on a surface of a planar substrate, 

characterized in 

that said diffraction grating cell is divided into a plurality of regions, 

in the same diffraction grating cell, said respective regions are constituted by diffraction gratings 
having the same azimuth angle but different grating pitches, 
to a grating pitch of said diffraction gratings constituting at least one of said respective regions is 

appropriately set based on first original data used for manufacturing a main body of said optical 
information recording medium, thereby recording first data, and 

shapes and positions of said respective regions are appropriately set based on the second original 
data used for manufacturing said main body of said optical information recording medium main body, 
75 thereby recording second data. 

24. An optical information recording medium according to any one of claims 21 to 23, 
characterized in 

that the grating pitch of said diffraction gratings and an area of said region are set such that a ratio 
20 of a wavelength to an intensity of a diffracted light component emerging from each region of the same 
diffraction grating cell corresponds to the color of one point on a chromaticity diagram for each cell. 

25. An optical information recording medium according to any one of claims 21 to 23, 
characterized in 

25 that a plurality of said diffraction grating cells are disposed, and azimuth angles of said diffraction 

gratings constituting said diffraction grating cells are changed between said cells, thereby recording the 
third data. 

An optical information recording medium according to any one of claims 21 to 23, 
characterized in 

that either a reflection type diffraction grating cell or a transmission type diffraction grating cell is 
used as said diffraction grating cell. 

27. A method of reading information from an optical information recording medium of claim 21 , 
35 characterized in 

that a plurality of light-receiving elements are disposed, and 

one incident light beam is caused to be incident on said diffraction grating cell, and diffracted light 
components emerging from said diffraction grating cell are received by said light-receiving elements, 
so that the data is reproduced as a change in diffraction angle of the diffracted light component of said 
40 respective regions of said diffraction grating cell. 

28. A method of reading information from an optical information recording medium of claim 22, 
characterized in 

that at least one light-receiving element is disposed, and 
45 one incident light beam is caused to be incident on said diffraction grating cell, and diffracted light 

emerging from said diffraction grating cell is received by said light-receiving element, so that the data 
is reproduced as a spatial distribution of the diffracted light components in said respective regions of 
said diffraction grating cell. 

A method of reading information from an optical information recording medium of claim 23, 
characterized in 

that a plurality of light-receiving elements are disposed, and 

one incident light beam is caused to be incident on said diffraction grating cell, and diffracted light 
components emerging from said diffraction grating cell are received by said light-receiving elements, 
so that the first and second data are reproduced as a diffraction angle and a spatial distribution of the 
diffracted light components of said regions in said diffraction grating cell. 
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30. A method of reading information from an optical information recording medium of claim 22, 
characterized in 

that a plurality of said light-receiving elements are disposed, and changes in a spatial distribution of 
the diffracted light components received by said light-receiving elements are compared with each other, 
5 thereby determining validity of reproduced data. 

31. A method of reading information from an optical information recording medium of any one of claims 27 
to 29, 

characterized in 

io that beam-like light is caused to be incident as the incident light. 
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